The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
outposts occurred at Meisa-well, Jebel Deirurba, and Wadi
Nesari, resulting in the latter's discomfiture, which they
only partially retrieved by a successful raid on Halaib
port and village in 1889. The Atbara Bisharin mostly
joined the Dervishes, being tied to the river for their
economic needs.
The Mahdia began badly for the Amarar by the cruel
murder of their Nazir, Hamad Mahmud, by Osman Digna
at Tiselha in 1885. Many fled northward in fear and
disgust, and most were friendly to Government in the
fighting of the '80s and '90s, but numbers of the Abdel-
rahmanb, Sindereit, and Minniab clans sided with Osman
Digna.
The Beni Amer during the Mahdia stretched from Tokar
to Massawa with a stronghold at Hamashaeit, north-east
of Agordat in Eritrea. The sections of the tribe around
Tokar came in closest contact with the dervishes and the
sections of Beit Mai, Sinkatkinab, Khasa, and Lebbat,
apparently fought most against them, but doubtless many
individual Beni Amer joined the Mahdist cause to save
their skins. On more than one occasion important
sheikhs met in conference at Aqiq and elsewhere during
the vicissitudes of the campaign to affirm their loyalty
to the Government and to offer help to the authorities
at Suakin.
After the reoccupation of the Sudan by the Anglo-
Egyptian forces, the problems of Be]a administration
with which the new Government was faced were much
the same as elsewhere in the Northern Provinces, and
the small band of political officers were mainly engaged
in keeping the peace, assessing and collecting tribal taxes,
and arranging for the settlement of inter-tribal disputes
over boundaries, cultivation, and grazing. No real ad-
ministrative advance was possible until the problems of
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